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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims replaces all previous versions, and listings, of claims in 
the present application. 

Please cancel claim 1 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently amended) Th e lai se protecting airbag dovioo a c cording to Claim 1, A knee- 
protecting airbag device located below a steering column in front of a driver and, at a lower side 
of a key cylinder into which an ignition kev with accessories is inserte d, the airbag device 
comprising: 

a housing located below the steering column for h ousing an airbag: 
an airbag folded and housed in the housing in undeployed condition, and upon inflow of 
inflation gas, the airbae protruding rearward from the housing to deploy upward for protecting 
knees of the driver: the airbag including: 

a cover portion located in an upper edge_of the airbag as completely depl oyed, for 
covering vehicle's rearward of an area proximate to the kev cylinder: and 
a flexible reinforcing _cloth located in a part of the coyer portion to contact the kev 
accessories when the key is inserted into the kev cylinder, w herein : 
the airbag as completely deployed forms a substantially plate shape including a column 
side wall located toward the steering column and a driver's side wall located toward the driver; 
and 

the reinforcing cloth is applied to an airbag part to contact the key accessories, both in 
the column side wall and the driver's side wall. 
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3. (Original) The knee-protecting airbag device according to Claim 2, wherein the 
reinforcing cloth is constituted by a single piece of cloth, and located continuously in the column 
side wall and the driver's side wall. 

4 P (Currently amended) The leneo protecting airbag d e vice according to Claim 1, A knee- 
protecting airbag device located below a steering column, in front of a driver and, at a lower side 
of a key cylinder into which an ignition key with accessories is inserted, the airbag device 
comprising: 

a housing located below the steering column for housing an airbag; 
an airbag folded and housed in the housing in undenlov ed condition, and upon inflow of 
inflation gas, the airbag protruding rearward from the housing to d eploy upward for protecting 
knees of the driver; the airbag including,: 

a cover portion located in an upper edge of the airbag as completely deployed, for 
covering vehicle's rearward of an area proximate to the key cylinder: and 
a flexible reinforcing cloth located in a part of the cover portion to contact the key 
accessories when the key is inserted into the key cylinder, w herein: 
the airbag as completely deployed fonns a substantially plate shape including a column 
side wall located toward the steering column and a driver's side wall located toward the driver; 

the airbag is manufactured by being stitched up at outer edges of the column side wall 
and the driver's side wall; and 

the reinforcing cloth is stitched up together when the outer edges of the column side wall 
and the driver's side wall are stitched up, and the reinforcing cloth is applied to the airbag only 
by the stitching to the outer edges of the column side wall and the driver's side wall. 
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5. (Original) The koee-protecting airbag device according to Claim 4, wherein: 

the reinforcing cloth is constituted by a single piece of cloth; and 
the reinforcing cloth is located continuously in the column side wall and the driver's 
side wall in an airbag part to contact the key accessories. 

6. (Currently amended) Tfro lenoe protecting airbag dovioc according to Claim 1, 

A knee-protecting airbag device located below a steering column in front of a driver and, at a 
lower side of a key cylinder into which an ignition key with acces sories is inserted, the airbag 
device comprising: 

a housing located below the steering column for housi ng an airbag: 
an airbag folded and housed in the housing in undeplo ved condition, and upon inflow of 
inflation gas, the airbau protruding rearward from the housing to deploy upward for protecting 
knees of the driver: the airbag including: 

a cover portion located in an upper edge of the airbag as completely deployed, for 
covering vehicle's rearward of an area proximate to the key c ylinder; arid 
a flexible reinforcing cloth located in a part of the cover portion to contact the key 
accessories when the key is inserted into the key cylinder, wherein: 
the airbag includes an airbag body and the reinforcing cloth; and 
the reinforcing cloth is located on the outer surface of the airbag body 
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7. (Currently amended) Tho knoc protecting airbag d e vic e according to Claim 1 , 
A knee-protecting airbag device located below a steering column in front of a driver and, at a_ 
lower side of a kev cylinder into which an ignition key with accessories is inserted , the airbag 
device comprising: 

a housing located below the steering column for housing an airbag; 
an airbag folded and housed in the housing in undenloved condition, and upon in flow of 
inflation gas, the airbag protruding rearward from the housing to deploy upward for protecting, 
knees of the driver: the airbag including : 

a cover portion located in an upper edge of the airbag as completely deployed, for 
covering vehicle's rearward of an area proximate to the kev cylinder; and 
a flexible reinforcing cloth located in a part of the co ver portion to contact the key 
accessories when the key is inserted into the kev cylinder, wherein: 
the airbag includes an airbag body and the reinforcing cloth; and 
the reinforcing cloth is located on the inner surface of the airbag body. 
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